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Introduction
The Cool Australia goal is all about educating young Australians for 
a sustainable future. The mission of Cool Australia is to provide 
online educational material and support to the teaching 
community. It strives to bring sustainability and our environment 
into Australian classrooms, providing teachers with engaging, fun 
and informative learning activities and units of work on a whole 
range of topics.

Cool Australia provides original units of work and learning activities 
that can be downloaded from the Cool Australia website and 
taken straight into the classroom.
The learning activities are year level specific, from foundation to 
year 10 and linked to Australian curriculum standards.
For the older students, there are inquiry-based learning activities 
that seek to broaden and deepen students understanding of how 
our world works. For the younger students this topic is explored 
through literacy, numeracy, social awareness, creativity and 
imagination.

In order to help gain Government and private sector support, Cool 
Australia needs to provide evidence based information to 
demonstrate that the programme is delivering learning outcomes.
Such an evaluation, would also contribute to gaining support from 
non-Government philanthropic organisations.
To this end, Cool Australia commissioned Sweeney Research to 
undertake a programme of research amongst teachers who are 
involved in delivering the Cool Australia education resources to 
their pupils.

This report provides the outcomes of this research which involved 
an online survey amongst over 500 teaching professionals.



Objectives

The overall aim of the research was to focus on the ‘outcomes’ of the Cool 
Australia programme – including the outcomes for both teachers and children

“This makes sense; saves me time; fits naturally 
into what I teach.”

For teachers, the ‘big picture’ outcome is… The research also examined (teachers’ perceptions of) the 
outcomes for children, for whom the big picture outcome is…

“This is fun, engaging and important. It is 
relevant to my world and future.”

This involved investigation of teacher’s perceptions of..

• The extent to which the programme contributed to a 
better understanding of sustainability;

• The extent to which it helped teachers plan and deliver the 
teaching of sustainability;

• The extent to which the programme contributed to a 
‘Whole School’ approach to sustainability;

• The extent to which teachers enjoy using the resources and 
find them interesting and useful;

• The extent to which the resources save time and money; 
and

• The extent to which they help drive leadership to 
encourage positive change amongst colleagues, the 
school community and the broader community.

Specifically, to what extent has the programme helped their 
students...

• Become connected with and interested in sustainability;
• Developed knowledge and understanding around the 

issues;
• Developed skills in identifying environmental challenges 

and become empowered to help deliver solutions; and
• Adopt appropriate behaviours and practices that can 

‘make a difference’.
• The research also examined teachers’ perceptions of key 

programme elements including the website, the 
worksheets and the digital toolbox.
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Research Methodology 
Sample Structure

# %

School type

Prim a ry
275 53

Second a ry
101 19

Ea rly  lea rn ing
53 10

O ther
93 18

School status
G overnm ent

331 63
Priva te

111 21
C a tho lic 80 15

School size

Und er 100
304 58

100-199
74 14

200+
122 23

N ot esta b lished 22 4

Role

Tea cher 288 55

Lea d ing  Tea cher 52 10

Susta ina b ility  C oord ina tor 45 9

C urricu lum  C oord ina tor 29 6

A ssista nt tea cher/a id /re lie f 24 5

D ep a rtm ent hea d 20 4

Princ ip a l/D ep uty Princ ip le 15 3

D irector 7 1

O ther 42 8
Total

522 100

Note: The maximum margins of error at the total sample at the 95% Confidence 
Interval is +/-4.6%. This means that if 50% of our sample give a particular 
answer, we can be 95% sure that between 45.4% and 54.6% of the total 
population would give that response.

In conjunction with Cool Australia, Sweeney Research prepared 
an initial questionnaire.

In order to test and further refine the questionnaire, Cool Australia 
undertook a series of interviews with participating teachers. 

After finalisation, an online version of the questionnaire was 
programmed and a link to the survey was emailed to some 13,220 
prospective respondents. To maximise cooperation, the invitation 
was sent from Cool Australia rather than Sweeney Research.

Over a two week period reminder emails were sent out and, after 
two weeks in field, we received a total of 522 completed 
responses. This represents a response rate of 3.9% which is 
acceptable for an unsolicited survey such as this.
A profile of the sample is shown opposite. 
In this report, significant differences between subgroups are shown 
at the 95% Confidence Interval. A significantly higher subgroup 
finding is indicated in green and a significantly lower subgroup 
finding is indicated in red



§Management summary
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17%
5%

11%

67%

50%
44%

Bef or e Af t er

A highly positive outcome for teachers, students and the 
school community

There is little doubt that teachers view the Cool Australia resources 
in a highly positive light. In a series of key questions teachers were 
asked to rate their the quality of their own teaching of 
sustainability, students’ knowledge of sustainability issues, and 
overall sustainability awareness across the school beforeand after
using the cool Australia programme.
As shown below, the proportion rating these dimensions at the 
high level of 8-10 out of ten changes dramatically from before to 
after. There is a fourfold increase in the proportion rating quality of 
teaching and school knowledge at this level and, for students’ 
knowledge the increase is tenfold.

Teachers from government, private and catholic schools, those at 
primary, secondary and early learning schools and those in large, 
medium and smaller schools all demonstrate similar levels of 
enthusiasm.

Impact of the programme
(Ra te  a t 8-10 out o f 10)

Q uality  o f your 
teaching  o f 

susta inab ility

Student’s 
understand ing  
o f susta inab ility

School’s 
know ledge o f 
susta inab ility

An overview of the key results

8 to 10
73%

6 to 7
17%

1 to 5
10%

The programme is extremely valued

Teachers were asked to evaluate the programme overall..
‘Taking everything into account, including the outcomes for 
yourself, your school and your students, how would you rate the 
value of the Cool Australia programme?’
Ratings are highly positive, with almost half rating at the 8-10 level 
and 90% rating at an above average six or more. Over a quarter 
(27%) rated right at the top end of the scale (10 out of 10) and the 
mean score came in at a high 8.0 out of ten.

Overall value
(Ra te  a t 8-10 out o f 10)
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Your d egree of in te rest in  a nd  enga gem ent w ith  susta ina b ility  top ics

Your a b ility  to  d irectly  tea ch susta ina b ility  top ics

Your a b ility  to  p la n a nd  in teg ra te  susta ina b ility  in to  your c la sses

Red uc ing  the  tim e you ha ve to  sp end  p la nn ing  a nd  d eve lop ing  your le ssons

Your ow n und ersta nd ing  of susta ina b ility  top ics

Your tea ch ing  of the  A ustra lia n  C urricu lum

Your a b ility  to  a ssess stud ents’ lea rn ing  in  susta ina b ility  top ics

Fee ling  encoura ged  to  d rive  p ositive  cha nge a m ongst your co llea gues

The ir in te rest in  a nd  enga gem ent w ith  susta ina b ility  issues

The ir und ersta nd ing  of susta ina b ility  issues

The ir d esire  to  lea rn  m ore  a b out susta ina b ility  issues

The ir p rep a red ness to  ta ke  p ositive  a ction

The ir sk ills in  id entify ing  a nd  a ssessing  susta ina b ility  cha llenges 

The ir sk ills in  he lp ing  to  a d d ress o r so lve  susta ina b ility  issues 

85%

84%

80%

78%

78%

71%

67%

66%

79%

79%

74%

71%

71%

68%

In what ways has the programme helped students and teachers?
(Rate as helped a great deal/helped a lot)

The programme is seen as being helpful in multiple areas

Teachers rated the extent to which the programme has helped them and their students across fourteen dimensions.

For all the aspects the majority (around two thirds or more) see the programme as helping ‘a great deal’ or ‘a lot’. The areas in which 
the programme has been particularly powerful include increasing teachers’ interest in the subject, enhancing their ability to teach, 
enhancing their ability to plan and integrate sustainability into their classes, reducing planning time and enhancing teacher knowledge
of the topic. The programme is also highly regarded for increasing student interest, engagement and understanding of the topic.

An overview of the key findings(Cont..)

Teachers

Students



§The Findings in Detail
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Who is using the Cool Australia resources? 
Some 55% of those responding to the survey described themselves 
as teachers with the balance being spread across a range of 
position categories.

Just under one in ten specifically referred to sustainability in 
relation to their job description.
On average, respondents had around fifteen years of teaching 
experience, with some 55% having in excess of ten years in this 
role.
Respondents most commonly teach Science, English and Maths 
with Humanities figuring prominently.

Role

55%

10%

9%

6%

5%

4%

3%

1%

8%

Tea ch er

Lea di ng  Tea ch er

Sust ai na bi lit y C oo rd ina t or

C ur ri cu lum C oor d ina t or

A ss i s ta nt  t e ach er /ai d/r el ief

D epa r tme nt  h ea d

Pr in ci pal /De pu ty  Pr in ci pl e

D ir ect o r

Ot her

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. What is your role?

20%

9%

16%

26%

18%

11%

Up  t o  t hr ee  ye ar s

Fou r t o fi ve ye ar s

Si x t o t en yea r s

11 t o 20 yea rs

20 t o 30 yea rs

Over  30 yea rs

Number of years teaching

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. What is your role?

68%

58%
58%

57%

45%

40%
38%

14%

25%

Sci en ce

Eng li sh

Mat h emat i cs
Hu man it ie s a nd Soc ia l Sci enc es

Tec hno lo gi es

He al t h a nd  P hys ic al  Ed uc at io n

The  A rt s

Lan gu age s
Ot her

Learning areas taught

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. What learning areas do you teach? 
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Which year levels are taught using the resources?
The resources are used right across the student age spectrum 
although use tends to tail off beyond Year 6.

Not surprisingly, given the focus of the programme, relatively few 
year 11 and 12 students are taught using the resources.

34%
32%
33%

34%
34%

35%
36%

27%
20%

17%
15%

11%
11%

Pr ep /Fou nda t ion
Ye ar  1
Ye ar  2
Ye ar  3
Ye ar  4
Ye ar  5
Ye ar  6
Ye ar  7
Ye ar  8
Ye ar  9

Ye ar  1 0
Ye ar  1 1
Ye ar  1 2

Learning areas taught

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. What year levels do you teach that are included in the Cool Australia 

programme?
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How often have the resources been used in the last year? 
The largest proportion (35%) have used the resources between 
three and five times in the last year, with a similar proportion 
having used on six or more occasions.

On average, teachers have used the resources around seven 
times. 
Usage frequency tends to be a little higher than average in 
primary schools, in Government schools and amongst the larger 
establishments.

Number of times used in the past year

24%

35%

19%

11%

8%

4%

Onc e or  t w ic e

3 t o 5 t im es

6 t o 10 ti mes

11 t o 20 ti mes

Over  20 ti mes

C an 't  sa y

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. On how many occasions would you have used Cool Australia’s online 

resources in the last year?

Average frequency by school characteristics
(average times used)

7.2

7.7

6.1
7.1

6.7

7.6
6.3
6.4

7.1
6.1

8.1

Tot a l (5 22)

Pr ima r y (275 )
Sec on da ry (101)

Ea rl y l ea rn ing  (5 3)

Ot her  (9 3)

Gove r nmen t (331)
Pr iv at e (111)

C at ho li c (8 0)

Un de r 100 (304)
100 -1 99 (74 )

200 + (12 2)

Type

Sta tus

Size



Comparison of light, medium heavy users
Total 
(522)

%

Used once 
or twice

(125)
%

Used 3 to 5 
times
(181)

%

Used 6+ 
times
(196)

%
Number of years teaching

Up to five years 29 38 31 23
Six to 20 years 42 34 40 47é
Over 20 years 29 28 29 30

Years taught
Prep/foundation 34 31 35 34
Year 1 32 30 31 33
Year 2 33 30 33 35
Year 3 35 30 31 41é
Year 4 35 28 33 41é
Year 5 36 31 30 44é
Year 6 37 30 31 46é
Year 7 27 25 23 32
Year 8 20 19 15 24
Year 9 17 17 14 19
Year 10 15 14 12 18
Year 11 11 9 9 14
Year 12 10 10 8 13

Learning areas taught

Science 69 60 70 74é

English 59 53 66 56

Humanities and Social 
Sciences 59 54 64 57

Mathematics 59 54 67 54

Technologies 45 34 51 46

Health and Physical 
Education 41 34 48 39

The Arts 39 40 43 34ê

Languages 14 14 14 14

Other 24 23 20 28

Characteristics of the frequent and less frequent users
The frequent users of the Cool Australia resources tend to 
be in the six to ten years experience cohort and are are 
more likely than average to teach children at the Year 3 
to 6 level.

They are a little more likely to teach science subjects and 
less likely to teach the arts.
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Perceived Benefits to Teachers – In Their Own Words

‘It is relevant to the Australian Curriculum. I have 
seen lessons that outline exactly what AusVels the 
students will achieve by demonstrating certain 

abilities/tasks.’

‘Instant ideas and programs available for assisting 
when teachers are absent and allowing 

environmental education to be specifically chosen to 
teach universally.’

‘Great context to deliver the activities. Very age 
appropriated activities.’

‘The wonderful facts and ideas that help to support 
our teaching. Our teachings are heavily based on the 

environment and sustainability on a daily basis.’

‘Current, easily accessible, children as role models, all 
information in one place, reliable information, 

worded at the right level. Links in beautifully with 
our sustainability focus and the impact of waste on 
the environment as well as aspects of our kitchen 

garden focus.’

‘It's an easy to use and extremely relevant website to 
highlight modern concerns that are based on science 
and our environment. As an outdoor garden/living 

classroom/environmental teacher this site is a perfect 
ICT tool to use in my classrooms.’

‘As a teaching and learning coordinator with 
sustainability as my priority, the Cool Australia 

programme gives me piece of mind that I can forward 
quality resources to staff to help them implement the 

cross curriculum priority of sustainability.’

‘Some varied activities that are focused very accurately 
on aspects of climate and sustainability . The activities 
are designed well to be very relevant and engaging and 

unlike YouTube clips are Australian in context.’

‘All activities are relevant to student needs and interests. They are perfectly aligned with curriculum 
requirements, engaging and easy to implement in an 

integrated curriculum.’

‘I can see that there are a wide range of high quality 
resources to support me in ensuring I am meeting the 
requirements of the Australian Curriculum in ways 

which will actively engage and motivate my students.’

‘I try to promote resources to the School and Cool 
Australia provides a range of interesting material that 

teachers across the school may choose to use.’

‘A diversity of rich resources that address specific needs 
of learners. These are able to be easily accessed and 

adapted for classroom use.’

‘An easily accessible resource to support what is being 
taught in class.’



Perceived Benefits to Students – In Their Own Words

‘I think that the students have been able to access a 
wider range of resources than previously possible 

because sometimes sustainability resources can either be 
a bit hard to find or unreliable so teachers have shied 
away from them, but because of the excellent resources 

provided students are getting a much more diverse 
understanding of sustainability.’

‘’The program provides them with hands on activities, 
interactive activities and presents information that is 

highly relevant and engaging to students.’

‘Students are learning about environmental 
responsibility and taking control of their future. This is 
empowering, particularly as many of my students are 
from significantly disadvantaged backgrounds and have 
had little opportunity to learn about such things in the 

past.’

‘The Cool Australia programme delivers engaging and 
interactive activities and resources which will ensure 
that learning occurs through an inquiry approach.’

‘It shows students that the environment is an issue 
tackled by many people. We can get on board too and 

help save the world!’

‘It helps students to be accountable and know that 
ultimately the earth and it's health are in our hands.’

‘The programme allows me firstly to model to my 
students an example of a regular subscription/ 

reading/professional training resource that is constantly 
updated, fresh and relevant. It appeals to all of their 

learning styles and is engaging’

‘The involvement and children really love the hands on 
approach.’

‘Empowered them to know that they can make a 
difference.’

‘Interesting and informative programs that they enjoy 
learning about.’

‘Opened their eyes to big wide world around them and 
highlighted the importance of needing to care for the 
environment. It also shows that everything they do can 

make a difference.’

‘Great ideas that we can use with the children to help 
start conversations on the importance of sustainability 
at kindy and at home. Clear instructions and goals that 

tie in with curriculum and tick all the right boxes.’ 

‘It has allowed students to participate in higher quality 
lessons, and therefore enhances their learning. They are 

more engaged in the learning.’

‘It has given them an understanding and a basic 
knowledge of our environment and the importance of 

looking after it.’
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Mean score

8.0

8.0

7.7

8.1

8.2

8.0

8.1

7.6

8.2

7.2

8.0

7.1

8.0

8.4

Overall Value of the Programme
Respondents were asked to evaluate the programme overall by 
responding to the following question…

‘Taking everything into account, including the outcomes for 
yourself, your school and your students, how would you rate the 
value of the Cool Australia programme?’

As illustrated opposite, ratings are highly positive, with almost three 
quarters rating at the 8-10 level and 90% rating at an above 
average six or more. The average score is a highly creditable 8.0 
out of ten.
The full distribution, below, shows a high proportion rating right at 
the top end of the scale...

Rating of value by school type and usage frequency
(rating on a ten point scale

Base: Total sample  - Excluding ‘Don’t Know’
Q. And, taking everything into account, including the outcomes for 

yourself, your school and your students, how would you rate the value 
of the Cool Australia programme?

73%

75%

67%

67%

79%

72%

77%

70%

76%

62%

73%

54%

74%

84%

17%

15%

25%

24%

11%

19%

12%

14%

16%

21%

17%

25%

20%

10%

10%

11%

8%

10%

10%

9%

10%

16%

8%

17%

10%

21%

7%

6%

Tot a l (5 04)

Pr ima r y (267 )

Sec on da ry (96)

Ea rl y l ea rn ing  (5 1)

Ot her  (9 0)

Gove r nmen t (322)

Pr iv at e (106)

C at ho li c (7 6)

Un de r 100 (297)

100 -1 99 (71 )

200 + (10 8)

One  t o t wo  (11 3)

Thr ee  t o f ive  (17 8)

Si x o r mor e (196)

Hi gh (8- 10) Medi um (6 to 7) Low  (1 to 5)

Type

Sta tus

Size

N um ber o f tim es used  resources in  past year

27%

19%

26%

12%

5%
3%

1% 0% 0%

6%

Ten N ine Ei ght Sev en Si x Fiv e Fou r Thr ee Tw o One

Ratings are high across all school types and sizes – with those in the 
smaller schools being particularly positive. 

Ratings of value increase with usage. A high 84% of those who 
have used the resources six or more times rate at the 8-10 level.
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Overall impact on quality of teaching 

Impact on teacher quality - summary

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. How would you rate the quality of your teaching of sustainability 

before/after using the Cool Australia programme? 

Q uality  o f your teaching  o f susta inab ility  before  using  the C ool 
A ustra lia  p rogram m e

M ean =  5.6

Q uality  o f your teaching  o f susta inab ility  a fte r using  the C ool 
A ustra lia  p rogram m e

M ean =  7.8

Mean ratings by school characteristics
Base Before A fte r C ha nge

Tota l 522 5.6 7.8 2.2
Typ e
Prim a ry 275 5.6 7.9 2.3
Second a ry 101 5.8 7.7 1.9
Ea rly  lea rn ing 53 5.2 7.6 2.4
O ther 93 5.6 7.9 2.4
Sta tus
G overnm ent 331 5.5 7.9 2.3
Priva te 111 5.8 7.9 2.1
C a tho lic 80 5.7 7.8 2.0
Size
Und er 100 304 5.5 7.9 2.4
100 - 199 74 5.4 7.6 2.2
200+ 122 6.0 8.0 2.1

17%

67%

36%

26%

47%

7%

Hi gh (8- 10) Mode rat e (6-7) Low  (1 to 5)

Respondents rated quality of their teaching of sustainability both 
before and after using the Cool Australia resources.

There is a very substantial lift in perceived quality, with the 
proportion rating at 8-10 being almost four times as high after using 
the programme relative to before.
The mean score increases from 5.6 to 7.8.
Post resource ratings are highly consistent across the school type 
and sizes.



21 of 37Job No. 24075 – Cool Australia – Resources Review: May 2014

Tota l g rea t d ea l/lo t

Red uc ing  the  tim e you ha ve to  sp end  p la nn ing  a nd  d eve lop ing  your le ssons 78%

Your d egree of in te rest in  a nd  enga gem ent w ith  susta ina b ility  top ics 85%

Your a b ility  to  d irectly  tea ch susta ina b ility  top ics 84%

Your a b ility  to  p la n a nd  in teg ra te  susta ina b ility  in to  your c la sses 80%

Your ow n und ersta nd ing  of susta ina b ility  top ics 78%

Your tea ch ing  of the  A ustra lia n  C urricu lum 71%

Fee ling encoura ged  to  d rive  p ositive  cha nge a m ongst your co llea gues 66%

Your a b ility  to  a ssess stud ents’ lea rn ing  in  susta ina b ility  top ics 67%

49%

48%

45%

42%

40%

31%

31%

26%

30%

36%

39%

37%

38%

40%

36%

41%

15%

12%

11%

14%

15%

21%

23%

22%

5%

4%

4%

6%

6%

6%

9%

8%

He lp ed  a  g re at  de al He lp ed  q uit e  a  l ot He lp ed  a  mo de ra t e amou nt He lp ed  a  l it t le N ot  h elp ed  a t  a ll

Specific teacher outcomes

Rating of outcomes for teachers

Base: Total sample – excluding ‘Don’t Know (461 to 502)
Q. To what extent has the Cool Australia programme helped you in the following areas?

Teachers rated the extent to which the programme has helped them across eight dimensions.

The majority (two thirds or more) rate the programme as helping a great deal or a lot for each of the dimensions.

The programme has proven to be particularly valuable in reducing the time required for planning and developing lessons, increasing the 
degree of interest in and engagement with sustainability topics and increasing ability to directly teach sustainability topics. 

It is some what less likely to have helped (but by no means being negatively viewed) in the areas of teaching of the Australian 
Curriculum, encouraging teacher to drive positive change amongst their colleagues and aiding their ability to assess students’ learning 
in sustainability topics.
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5%

50%

23%

35%

73%

15%

Hi gh (8- 10) Mode rat e (6-7) Low  (1 to 5)

Overall impact on student’s knowledge

Impact on student’s knowledge - summary

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. How would you rate your students’ knowledge of sustainability issues 

before/after using the Cool Australia programme?

Rating  o f student’s know ledge before  using  the C ool A ustra lia  
p rogram m e

M ean =  4.5

Rating  o f student’s know ledge a fte r using  the C ool A ustra lia  
p rogram m e

M ean =  7.2

Mean ratings by school characteristics
Base Before A fte r C hange

Tota l 522 4.5 7.2 2.7
Typ e

Prim a ry 275 4.6 7.3 2.7
Second a ry 101 4.5 7.1 2.5
Ea rly  lea rn ing 53 3.8 6.9 3.1é
O ther 93 4.5 7.2 2.7

Sta tus
G overnm ent 331 4.4 7.1 2.8
Priva te 111 4.8 7.4 2.6
C a tho lic 80 4.6 7.2 2.6

Size

Und er 100 304 4.4 7.2 2.8
100 - 199 74 4.3 7.1 2.8
200+ 122 4.6 7.3 2.7

Respondent also evaluated the impact of the programme on 
student’s knowledge.

Once again there is a sizeable difference between the pre-
programme and post-programme ratings. Just 5% rate students 
knowledge at 8-10 prior to using the Cool Australia resources, rising 
to 50% post usage.
Whilst post usage ratings are consistent across the school 
categories, there is evidence of a greater than average degree of 
improvement in early learning schools.
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Tota l g rea t d ea l/lo t

The ir in te rest in  a nd  enga gem ent w ith  susta ina b ility  issues 79%

The ir und ersta nd ing  of susta ina b ility  issues 79%

The ir d esire  to  lea rn  m ore  a b out susta ina b ility  issues 74%

The ir p rep a red ness to  ta ke  p ositive  a ction 71%

The ir sk ills in  id entify ing  a nd  a ssessing  susta ina b ility  cha llenges 71%

The ir sk ills in  he lp ing  to  a d d ress o r so lve  susta ina b ility  issues 68%

40%

36%

33%

28%

24%

22%

39%

42%

41%

43%

46%

46%

17%

17%

17%

19%

20%

24%

4%

4%

8%

9%

8%

7%

He lp ed  a  g re at  de al He lp ed  q uit e  a  l ot He lp ed  a  mo de ra t e amou nt He lp ed  a  l it t le N ot  h elp ed  a t  a ll

Specific student outcomes

Rating of outcomes for students

Base: Total sample – excluding ‘Don’t Know (472 to 483) 
Q. To what extent has the Cool Australia programme helped students in the following areas?

Respondents evaluated the outcomes for students on six key dimensions.

As for teacher outcomes a clear majority of two thirds or selected the ‘Helped a great deal’ or ‘Helped quite a lot’ response.

The programme is seen to be particularly successful in terms of increasing students’ interest in and engagement with sustainability issues 
and enhancing their understanding of sustainability issues.
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Overall impact on the school

Sustainability awareness - summary

Base: Total sample (522)
Q. How would you rate your school in terms of sustainability awareness 

before/since using the Cool Australia programme?

School susta inab ility  aw areness before  using  the C ool A ustra lia  
p rogram m e

M ea n = 5.2

School susta inab ility  aw areness a fte r using  the C ool A ustra lia  
p rogram m e

M ea n = 7.0

Mean ratings by school characteristics
Base Before A fte r C ha nge

Tota l 522 5.2 7.0 1.9
Typ e

Prim a ry 275 5.4 7.2 1.8
Second a ry 101 4.7 6.4 1.6
Ea rly  lea rn ing 53 4.9 7.5 2.6é
O ther 93 5.2 7.0 1.8

Sta tus
G overnm ent 331 5.1 7.0 1.9
Priva te 111 5.4 7.4 2.0
C a tho lic 80 5.1 6.7 1.6

Size
Und er 100 304 5.2 7.1 1.8
100 - 199 74 4.6 6.5 1.9
200+ 122 5.3 7.3 2.0

11%

44%

31%

36%

58%

20%

Hi gh (8- 10) Mode rat e (6-7) Low  (1 to 5)

The impact on the school overall was also assessed by a pre-
usage and post-usage rating.

Prior to use of the programme, only 11% rated their school as 
having high awareness of sustainability issues. Post usage this figure 
increases to 44%.
The degree of improvement is particularly significant in the early 
learning establishments.



Tota l a g ree

The th ings w e ha ve lea rned  th rough the  p rog ra m m e a re  b enefitting  the  
w hole  com m unity

77%

A t our schoo l w e a re  d o ing  th ings to  m a ke a  d iffe rence to  our 
environm ent a s a  resu lt o f the  p rog ra m m e

71%

O ur w ho le  schoo l ha s b ecom e m ore  environm enta lly  consc ious a s a  
resu lt o f the  p rog ra m m e

58%

O ur stud ents a re  b ecom ing  cha m p ions o f our environm ent a s a  resu lt o f 
the  p rog ra m m e

63%

24%

18%

14%

12%

53%

53%

44%

51%

20%

24%

35%

34%

4%

5%

8%

3%

A gr ee  st ro ng ly A gr ee N eut r al D isag re e

Specific school outcomes

Rating of outcomes for the school

Base: Total sample – excluding ‘Don’t Know (471 to 485) 
Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

The outcomes for schools overall were assessed via four statements rated on an ‘agree strongly’ to ‘disagree strongly’ scale.

As illustrated the highest proportion (77%) agree that..
“The things we have learned through the programme are benefitting the whole community.”

The clear majority (71%) also agree with..
“At our school we are doing things to make a difference to our environment as a result of the programme.”

There is also strong belief that schools have become more environmentally conscious as a result of the programme and that students 
are becoming champions of our environment as a result



§Section 4: Programme Evaluation
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76%

74%

72%

70%

70%

67%

60%

20%

19%

23%

22%

22%

25%

28%

4%

7%

5%

8%

8%

9%

12%

Map pi ng  t o t he A ustr a lia n C ur ri cul um

The  l ayo ut  a nd  e ase of  use of  t h e we bs it e

The  t ea ch er  w or kshe et s

The  st ud ent  wo r ksh ee ts

D igi t al  Too lb ox

D igi t al  Sh ar ing  C a pa bi lit y of  st ud en t ac t ivi ty  she et

The  f ee db ac k p ag e

Exc ell en t (8- 10) A ver ag e (6 t o  7) Po or  (1 t o 5)

M ean rating

8.3

8.3

8.2

8.1

8.1

8.0

7.7

Rating of resources

Rating of Cool Australia Resources

Base: Total sample – excluding ‘Don’t Know (374to 498) 
Q. On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate…?

Seven aspects of the programme resources were rated on a ten point ‘excellent’ to ‘poor’ scale.

All elements are viewed in a positive light although there is some evidence that the feedback page may require some attention.
Particularly high ratings are evident for ‘Mapping to the Australian Curriculum’, ‘The layout and ease of use of the website’ and ‘The 
teacher worksheets’.
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