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Dr Jennifer Lavers
MARINE ECO-TOXICOLOGIST & SEABIRD EXPERT

Growing up on the prairies of Alberta, Canada, 
Jennifer couldn’t have been further away from the 
tropical paradise of the South Pacific where she 
spends much of her time working now. 

Jennifer is a marine eco-toxicologist with expertise 
in seabird ecology, plastic pollution, invasive species 
management, and fisheries by-catch. The long term monitoring of seabird colonies has taken her to 
remote locations around the globe. She has worked for the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service in Hawaii and the Canadian Sub-Arctic. Jennifer currently works as a 
research scientist at the Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies at the University of Tasmania and lives in 
Launceston. 

Jennifer is passionate about communicating the issues surrounding marine plastic pollution to the 
public. She coordinates community environmental activities for school groups and hosts dozens of 
science workshops and seminars every year. Ultimately, Jennifer hopes her research will contribute 
significantly to the responsible use of plastic products as well as the management of wildlife at risk from 
plastic ingestion across the globe.
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