Cultural heritage
in Australia

Explore the rich stories of Australia’s cultural
heritage sites! From ancient rock art to historic
aquaculture, these places are living connections
to the past, protected by Traditional Custodians.
Dive into understanding how cultural heritage
shapes Australia’s history and identity.

What are cultural heritage sites?
Cultural heritage sites are places that hold significant historical, cultural, or artistic value. They
help us understand the history and identity of a community or nation.

In Australia, these sites can be linked to First Nations histories, cultures, colonial history, or
current achievements. Cultural heritage sites in Australia are essential for preserving history,
fostering identity, and promoting education. By understanding and respecting these places, we
can appreciate the diverse stories that shape our nation.

Why are they important?

Cultural heritage sites play a vital role in preserving important stories and events from the
past, helping to maintain the historical record for future generations. They provide a strong
sense of identity and belonging for communities, reinforcing cultural connections and pride.
These sites also serve as valuable educational resources, offering opportunities to learn about
diverse cultures, histories, and environments. These sites also attract tourists, boosting local
economies and encouraging cultural exchange, which further promotes understanding and
appreciation of different traditions.

What does this mean for First Nations peoples?
In Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage can refer to places, objects, and
other items that hold cultural significance. These could include:

e data collected from Indigenous communities

¢ songlines, stories, social practices and rituals

e visual artworks, dance and crafts

¢ knowledge of traditional food and medicine

e environmental and ecological knowledge.
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How are cultural heritage sites protected?

Laws act as guardians for cultural heritage sites, protecting them from damage and ensuring
they are well-maintained. Local communities also play a crucial role in preserving these special
places, taking care of them and keeping their history alive. Educational programs help
everyone understand why these sites are so valuable and teach us how we can contribute to
their preservation.

Do you recognise these?
Have a look at the images to recognise some of the cultural heritage sites in Australia. You may
have visited one without knowing!

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park

Great Barrier Reef
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Sydney Opera House

K'gari (Fraser Island)

Royal Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens
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