
How cute are koalas?
On the picture below, identify as many different koala features as you
can. Write a short sentence to say why you think they have this feature.
We have given you an example.

Big claws: for
climbing trees



Can you match the behaviour to the picture?

When it is hot, koalas
will sprawl out so the air

can flow around their
body and cool them

down.

When it is cold, koalas
will curl up into a tight
ball, tucked up in the

leaves to keep as warm
as possible. 

When it is hot koalas
will press their tummies
against gum tree trunks.
The trees are one to two
degrees cooler than the

air and will cool their
bodies down.

Koalas mostly groom
with their back paws.
Their arms are strong
and used for climbing
and their back legs are
flexible and can reach

most of their body.

Koalas can sleep for 20
hours everyday. Their

diet is low in energy and
they save it for when

they need it!



Biodiversity H
ealth Check

W
hat can w

e see around us? In the space below
 draw

 the habitat
around you. Start w

ith the big things (Trees, rivers, buildings), w
ork

your w
ay dow

n (bushes, shrubs, logs), and the sm
allest level (grasses,

herbs, m
ulch). Then go back and add in any anim

als, birds, or insects
that you find. 

N
ote: If you are com

paring tw
o habitats you w

ill need tw
o w

orksheets!

W
rite a list of w

hat you found below
:

Plants
A

nim
als

C
ould koalas live here?

A
re there a lot of big tall gum

 trees?
A

re the habitat you surveyed connected to larger
stretches of habitat, or w

as it a separate pocket? 
A

re there roads nearby? 
A

re there any land clearing nearby?
A

re dogs allow
ed in the area? 

A
re there cow

s or horses nearby? 
A

re you in V
IC

, Q
LD

, N
SW

 or the A
C

T?



• adaptations •

• arboreal •

• bushfire •

• caecum
 •

• cartilage •

• clim
ate change •

• digestive tract •

• drought •

• fragm
entation •

• fused •

• groom
ing •

• habitat •

• opposing •

• scent gland •

• threat •

• toxins •

• translocation •

• vocalisations •

G
oing in the

opposite direction.

B
reaking som

ething
into sm

aller parts

M
oving som

ething from
one place to another.

A
 soft, flexible m

aterial in your
body, found in your ears.

A
 long tim

e
w

ithout rain

Stuck together to
m

ake one piece.

The natural hom
e of

plants and anim
als.

W
hen anim

als clean
them

selves.

A
 big, dangerous fire in

the w
oodlands or forest.

A
 special pouch in the stom

ach
of som

e anim
als w

here food
gets broken dow

n.

Poisons that can
hurt living things.

G
lossary

C
an you m

atch the new
 w

ords w
e have

learnt to their definitions?

Sounds that anim
als

m
ake to com

m
unicate.

C
hanges that anim

als or plants m
ake

to survive better in their hom
e.

Living in
trees.

The path food follow
s in your

body from
 w

here it goes in to
w

here it com
es out.

 Som
ething that can

cause harm
 or danger.

W
hen the w

eather patterns
of the Earth change a lot

over tim
e, causing problem

s.

A
 special part of an anim

al that
m

akes sm
ells for m

arking
territory or com

m
unicating.

A
boreal is m

y
favourite!


